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First, welcome everyone 
to our annual teachers’ 
conference. If you’re 
returning, it’s nice to know 
that you appreciate our 
efforts; if it’s your first time 
attending, I have no doubt 
you’ll get a tremendous 
number of ideas to take back to the classroom, 
and will want to come again. In any case, I’m 
sure you’ll contribute to the great atmosphere, 
as ever.
You may recall that last year we put together a 
very well-received booklet for you, with a focus 
on our favourite warmers and fillers. I’m sure 
that everyone who received one was inspired 
to try out an idea or two – and if you had a go 
at my ‘Shouted Dictation’, I hope you had a 
noisy good time with it! This year, with half an 
eye again on providing really practical tips for 
teachers, we decided to focus on our favourite 
online resources. We have contributions, 
again, from all of our Spanish teaching centres, 
and from staff at every level – teachers, 
coordinators, managers, and directors, every 
one with a unique perspective on classroom 
practice. While we as an organisation obviously 
invest in the highest quality teacher support, 

and can engage with major partners like the 
BBC (TeachingEnglish) or the Barclays Premier 
League (Premier Skills) to produce first class 
websites, it’s often the case that less well 
known sites can also be useful to the practicing 
educator. We’ve tried here not just to provide 
a list of resources, but to give reasons for the 
choices: every site was chosen and described 
by an individual. Naturally we cannot be held 
responsible for the content of these sites, and 
everyone has their personal preferences, but 
I’m sure the wide range you’ll find in these 
pages will contribute to your professional 
development. We have tried to provide a 
selection of resources of varying types, too 
– my apologies to those whose suggestions 
didn’t make the final edit. 
A practical boost to your learners’ abilities 
inside and outside the classroom is, as ever, 
our ultimate aim, and, in the spirit of mutuality, 
we’d be only too interested to hear which sites 
not listed here you find useful in your work. 
Enjoy the conference, make use of this booklet, 
share with colleagues, and keep in touch!

MESSAGE FROM...
ROD PRYDE Country Director Spain
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Age: All Ages
Level: Teachers
URL: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk
Brief Description of Resource: British 
Council/BBC website for ELT resources, 
training, development, and teacher interaction.
How We Use It: This site contains a wealth of 
resources of all teachers of English,  focused on 
sharing resources, interaction, and professional 
development. It’s divided into five 
sections: Teaching resources; 
Teacher development; Teacher 
training; Articles; and Community. 
The most immediately exploitable 
is ‘Teaching Resources’, which has 
lesson plans, divided by level, on 
all kinds of topics from card games 
to CLIL. There are downloadable 
worksheets with many lesson 
plans, but also a section of activity 
ideas, and another with video tips 
from teachers on topics like ‘using 
songs’, the phonemic chart, or 
‘energising classes’.
Why We Like It: The variety of 
resources here is incredible - you 
can download articles or even 
whole books in some cases! The 

quality is perfect, as you’d expect from a British 
Council / BBC collaboration, but what’s also 
nice is that you can interact with anyone from 
experts (top names in the industry blog here) 
to other teachers from countries all round the 
world. These different perspectives create a 
really dynamic community, so if you’re looking 
for an idea, opinion, or experience, someone is 
bound to be able to help you out! 

TeachingEnglish



4

Age: Primary, Junior, Senior, Teens
Level: Beginner to Advanced 
URL: http://www.edu365.cat/crea
Brief Description of Resource: A website 
provided by the education department of the 
Generalitat de Catalunya.
How We Use It: There are four different areas 
with a total of over 90 websites, covering an 
eclectic assortment of purposes in support 
of education. They can be 
used to create animations, 
create collective stories and 
projects and a host of other 
possibilities, too numerous to 
mention here.
Why We Like It: There’s an 
incredible variety of resources 
available. In fact at first 
the choice seems almost 
unlimited, but it’s amazingly 
useful to have them all in one 
place - especially when you’re 
in a hurry. Make sure to browse 
when you have a bit of spare 
time, so you know how to 
navigate the site quickly and 
efficiently. Once you get the 
hang of the layout, you are 

bound to keep coming back to look for more 
links.
Further Commentary: Like all online 
resources, teachers will have to be vigilant 
regarding correct use. The site opens in 
Catalan language, but is very visual - you 
should be able to work out quite easily which 
sites do what, and of course the linked sites 
themselves are not in Catalan!

edu365cat
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LearnEnglish Kids

Age: Primary and Very Young Learners
Level: Beginners to Bilingual
URL: http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en
Brief Description of Resource: Free online 
games, songs, stories and activities for children 
to have fun and learn English.
How We Use It: There are 5 sections:
Games - on different topics and to practise 
vocabulary. Lots of fun! 
Listen and watch – stories, songs, 
short videos, tongue twisters. Plus 
worksheets to download.
Read and write – become a 
member and write to the site 
(all comments are moderated  
to maintain a safe environment), 
print worksheets, videos with kids 
explaining vocabulary.
Make – tons of craft ideas with 
things to make and download.
Speak and spell – songs, 
stories and games to practise 
pronunciation and spelling 
based on a UK phonics literacy 
programme
Also, there’s a new grammar section 
coming soon, and a parents’ page 
with lots of information on how to 

teach your child at home. There are links to tips 
for teachers on how to use the materials in class.
Why We Like It: LearnEnglish has everything 
you need to teach YLs in class and to help 
them at home. Children can work on their own 
or with an adult, but it won’t feel like work! Kids 
love it. Parents love it. Teachers love it. Great 
for recommending to parents to use with kids 
at home.
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Age: Juniors
Level: Elementary - Intermediate
URL: www.voki.com
Brief Description of Resource: Voki is a 
website which enables you to create speaking 
avatars.
How We Use It: You can design the 
appearance of your avatar and then type 
messages which the avatar will say aloud. This 
is useful for younger students 
who are learning vocabulary 
used to describe appearance 
or who are learning to 
construct simple sentences. 
They can type what they want 
the avatar to say. You could 
even get students to create 
dialogues using their avatars. 
It’s engaging and motivating 
for the learners, as they see 
their avatars speaking, and the 
avatars are really professional 
looking. 
Why We Like It: It’s colourful 
and lets the student get 
creative. It’s fairly easy to use 
and it helps students practise 
their writing and vocabulary. It’s 

fairly easy to explain. Although the site looks a 
bit ‘busy’ and visually overwhelming, you can 
navigate through the bits you want and ignore 
the rest. 
Further Commentary: The only thing really to 
recommend is for the teacher to have a clear 
idea of the activity they’re going to do. Don’t 
just get them to create an avatar without a 
linguistic purpose already prepared.

Voki
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Age: 13-17
Level: Beginner to C2
URL: http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.
org
Brief Description of Resource: British Council 
website with lots of high quality resources, 
activities and games to help teenagers improve 
their English.
How We Use It: The website is designed for 
teenagers to use independently at home, but it 
can be used in class to introduce them to the 
site – for example, they explore 
the site very happily in pairs. With 
younger teens the vocabulary 
activities can be used as a whole 
class to present new lexis, and 
Sushi Spell as a fun game at the 
end of class. Teachers can also 
download printable versions of 
all the worksheets – there are 
some great reading activities and 
listening with video clips. The 
reading from the magazine section 
can also be set as homework too.
Why We Like It: It’s just great 
to see a website of this quality 
that caters specifically for teens. 
The magazine section has 

authentic blogs by young people from the 
UK, the topics are perfect for teenagers, and 
there’s loads of juicy authentic language –  
It’s really to be recommended for C1/C2 levels.  
For lower levels there’s grammar, vocabulary, 
graded reading and listening (in English Skills 
Practice) and there are more challenging 
authentic video clips in Videozone. There’s 
a really friendly atmosphere between users 
– nice seeing them use English genuinely to 
comment and chat.

LearnEnglish Teens
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Age: Junior, Teens, Adults
Level: Intermediate, Advanced, Proficient
URL: http://www.englishcentral.com
Brief Description of Resource: A website 
where students can choose from a range of 
videos to practise their English and improve 
their pronunciation skills.
How We Use It: Teachers can use it in class for 
in-depth study of vocabulary and pronunciation 
or recommend it to students as a self-study 
resource. Apart from the specialised activities 

you can do with the videos on the site, don’t 
forget that there are loads of more traditional 
listening activities you can do with the videos 
as well. Also, one advantage of using web 
resources is that many of the tasks can be set 
as homework activities or project work, with 
students reporting back in class. You don’t 
necessarily need connectivity in the classroom 
to exploit the resource successfully.
Why We Like It: It’s fun to use, there’s a good 
range of videos that covers different topics 

and interests. Students 
can record themselves 
mimicking the dialogue in 
the video and see how 
well they can match the 
original. They can slow the 
dialogue down, analyse 
how different syllables 
are pronounced and 
look up words they don’t 
know. A unique and very 
complete tool that has all 
kinds of possibilities. Try it 
out yourself beforehand, 
and make sure you 
understand how all the 
functions work.

EnglishCentral
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Age: Primary - Adult
Level: All Levels
URL: http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
free-puzzlemaker
Brief Description of Resource: Free online 
puzzle maker that you can use to create word 
searches, crosswords, etc. 
How We Use It: With higher level groups you 
can create crosswords which help recycle 
vocabulary covered over a unit. You enter the 
missing words and then write a definition for 
each one, which gives quite 
good practice in itself. You can 
add a competitive element by 
having them do the crosswords 
in small groups, which kids and 
adults alike love.
Lower level primary groups can 
do word searches to recycle 
or present vocabulary. You can 
add pictures and the students 
have to find the corresponding 
words in the grid – a great 
filler for fast finishers or lexical 
reinforcement activity.
Why We Like It: The website 
itself is very easy to use and 
creating the activities is a 

simple task. As you enter all the words / 
definitions yourself, you can tailor the content 
to each particular class and really focus on 
what you want them to learn or what has been 
covered in class. If you have access to enough 
computers, you can get the students into 
small groups and have them create their own 
puzzles and set a challenge for other groups, 
which they find fun and motivating.
Further Commentary: Go to it and have a 
look!

PuzzleMaker
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Age: Primary upwards
Level: Pre-intermediate upwards
URL: www.storylineonline.net
Brief Description of Resource: Collection of 
stories read by famous actors, from the Screen 
Actors Guild of America.
How We Use It: You can use one of these 
stories as a ‘calmer’ or ‘settler’ activity, but also 
in a very active way. Sometimes you can just 
get the kids to listen to a story and read it as 
they listen (younger groups especially). Other 

times, you can get students to take notes 
on vocabulary, grammatical structures, stress, 
intonation, and so on. Learn or study also how 
to structure stories. Or learners can do the 
accompanying activities. They can they do 
reviews or make posters based on the stories, 
or try story reconstruction activities, such as 
storymapping.
Why We Like It: All stories come with subtitles 
and activities to do, before, during, and after 
reading. They can be used for various levels. 

They’re good stories, inoffensive and 
usually with an upbeat, optimistic 
ending. Higher levels who think 
the stories are going to be childish 
are often surprised at the quantity 
of new vocabulary to be found. One 
Proficiency class wrote two sides of 
A4 on a story read by Al Gore! Each 
story is very visual and the readers are 
professional actors who have obviously 
practised beforehand. Kids often leave 
the class in a relaxed and calm way and 
they usually ask for a story again. 
Further Commentary: The only thing 
to make sure of is that you know 
exactly which story you’re going to use 
and what activity you’re going to do.

storyline online
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Age: All Ages
Level: Teachers
URL: http://www.safeshare.tv
Brief Description of Resource: A tool to crop 
YouTube videos to create activities.
How We Use It: SafeShare.TV is a tool that 
has two primary functions. The first is to 
enable you to share YouTube videos 
using a direct URL that frames the 
video without the advertising and 
other distracting features that might 
cause students to wander off into less 
suitable materials or for their attention 
to wane. 
The second and perhaps even more 
useful function of SafeShare.TV is that 
it enables you to crop the video clip 
so that only a particular segment is 
shown. This is particularly useful when 
you want to build activities or tasks 
around clips that focus students on 
particular linguistic features.
Why We Like It: Using YouTube videos 
with students can be really great, as 
learners are naturally engaged by 
moving images, and authentic film clips 
especially provide tons of contextual 
clues to language usage and meaning. 

But finding a video with the exact language you 
want, and at a suitable length for your planned 
activity, without too many other distractions 
around it, can be really difficult. That’s why 
SafeShare.TV is so useful for teachers, and the 
choice is only limited to what you can find or 
upload to YouTube. 

SafeShare.TV
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Age: All Ages
Level: Beginner to FCE
URL: http://digital.library.pitt.edu/v/visuals
Brief Description of Resource: Illustrations 
created for developing communication in ESL.
How We Use It: The hundreds of illustrations 
contained on this site can be used to support 
instructional tasks such as describing 
objects and people (i.e. teaching vocabulary) 
or describing events and situations (i.e. 
teaching grammar). After you’ve chosen a 
topic, just open an image and then click on 
the ‘next’ option and you’ll have a series for 
review in class.  There are also pictures with 
blank dialogue bubbles. You can also zoom 
in on an illustration and then pan across it so 
one illustration can be studied in detail.
Why We Like It: This resource is great 
because it is fairly new and provides a 
catalogue of images that are ideal for use on 
the Interactive Whiteboard.  The ‘Day in the 
Life’ series of images (that shows activities 
throughout the day along with a clock in the 
corner of the page) is highly recommended. 
Many of the situations in the images are 
related to vocabulary presented in course 
books. For example, ‘professions’, ‘clothes’, 
‘sports’, or ‘transportation’ are all good for 

junior classes. If you type in ‘conversations’, 
you pull up images with dialogue boxes that 
can be used for greetings, exclamations, 
making requests and other language 
functions. 
Further Commentary: Just make sure you 
have a clear plan and know exactly what type 
of activity you’re going to do with the visuals 
before you spend time finding them - start 
with a topic not the images!

Visuals for Foreign Language Instruction
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Age: All except the very young, as they are 
more used to a Phonics approach
Level: All Levels
URL: http://www.photransedit.com/Online/
Text2Phonetics.aspx
Brief Description of Resource: An automatic 
online phonemic transcriber.
How We Use It: You can use this site for all 
your classes - for example during delayed 
error correction slots: when monitoring, if 
you spot any pronunciation areas that give 
cause for concern, enter the words and/or 
phrases into the transcriber and with one 
click of the button you have the phonemic 
script. You can either show both the normal 
script and the phonemic script on the 
screen, or cut and paste just the phonemic 
script into Word for your error correction 
slot. Or you can use it to quickly put up 
words in phonemic script at the beginning 
of class to recycle vocabulary, e.g. through 
a board race or bingo / hangman activity.
Why We Like It: It is very good for encouraging 
students to note down individual sounds 
and stress in new vocabulary. If you use 
blackboards and chalk a lot, it is easier 
to have the script perfectly represented, 
rather than poorly drawn ‘schwas’ written in 

chalk! It does American pronunciation as well 
as RP which at times is closer to other teacher 
accents. The downloadable version, which you 
can install on your PC or laptop, is a more 
powerful version with more functionality, where 
you can transcribe whole texts or songs into the 
phonemics, and thereafter devise activities to 
exploit the script.
Further Commentary: Students can also use 
it themselves if they want to practise at home. 

PhoTransEdit
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Age: Junior and Senior
Level: Beginner - Pre-intermediate
URL: http://amanita-design.net/
thequestfortherest
Brief Description of Resource: Online game 
to rescue little people, resulting in a lovely 
song. 
How We Use It: Put the website up on the 
interactive whiteboard, the teacher keeps 
the pen. Ask students to describe the scene 
(feeding in relevant bits of vocabulary as you 
do so). Students then tell you what they think 
you should do, e.g. “press the green man”, “try 

the bird”, “click on the lizard”. You’re in control 
though, so only follow their suggestions if the 
sentences are correct and well pronounced. 
At higher levels, insist that  they have to give 
you an idea of what might happen, e.g. “press 
the green man, becuase I think he’ll move”. 
Clicking on things will move the little people 
through three scenes to the final celebration 
song.
Why We Like It: It generates lots of 
opportunities to practise conditionals or the 
future (phrases with modality like will/might/
may/could) while students think that they are 

focusing on something else 
entirely - a fun game with 
great visuals! (And they tend 
to enjoy the challenge, too.)
Further Commentary: 
Try it yourself first, so 
that when they get stuck 
(and they will, no doubt 
about it) you can give 
them tips. Keep hold of 
the pen yourself, so you 
can decide if the phrases 
and pronunciation are 
good enough to follow the 
learners’ instructions.

Quest for the Rest
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Age: Senior, Teens, Adult
Level: All Levels 
URL: http://www.visi.es
Brief Description of Resource: This is a 
personal website that has a mountain of useful 
pages all in one place.  

How We Use It: It is a real time-saver as you 
can make crosswords, word searches, quizzes, 
games (wheel of fortune, blockbusters, 
jeopardy, etc.). It is good for classroom 
resources but also has a teacher section 
which looks at course books, methodology, 

and so on, and gives teaching 
tips as well. 
You can use the site when you 
want to make an exercise based 
on specific vocabulary so as to 
recycle it. It can also be shown 
to teachers on teacher training 
courses, as a resource that can 
save a lot of time looking around 
for different sites that do different 
things! Also, check out the new 
YouTube videos for grammar 
presentation. Some of them have 
explanations in Spanish or Catalan.
Why We Like It: When teachers 
have a ton of preparation to do, 
this can save a lot of time. It has 
everything on one easy-to-use 
site.
Further Commentary: Go to 
it and have a good look round. 
You’ll be surprised!

VisiESLand
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Age: Junior, Senior, Teens, Adult
Level: Pre-intermediate upwards
URL: http://www.eastoftheweb.com/games/
index.html
Brief Description of Resource: A variety of 
online word games.
How We Use It: There are many word games 
here, such as the ‘Eight Letters Game’, which 
is basically like the TV show Countdown. You 
have a selection of 8 letters and you have 
to make anagrams with the letters to reach 
a certain number of points. When 
you reach that number, you go on 
to the next level. You can use it as 
a filler or to wind down at the end 
of a lesson, especially if you have 
a desktop link to click on with an 
IWB. You can get a single student 
to come to the board and do the 
wordgame but the other students 
shout out suggestions.
Why We Like It: As a filler it’s 
fun, kids love it, and it obliges 
them to think in English, with the 
whole class involved. Sometimes 
it is surprising just how poor 
some of the higher groups are 
at spelling, and this gives them a 

chance to practise. It’s also challenging, and 
it gets them working together as a team. 
Countdown is popular in most countries and 
learners always make a connection between 
this resource and the show. You can use it 
in conjunction with a numbers game, and 
alternate letters games with numbers games. 
It gives the students the opportunity to use 
language they don’t often use in class, but 
have to in the real world, e.g. 2 times 15 plus 
7 minus 23 equals 14. 

east of the web
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Age: Seniors (YLs 15+), Adults
Level: FCE / Higher / Advanced / Proficiency 
General English and/or ESP / Business
URL: www.ted.com
Brief Description of Resource: Authentic 
lectures about ‘ideas worth spreading’.
How We Use It: TED talks are on a wide variety 
of topics and can be used for authentic listening 
practice in the classroom, 
as a base for discussion, for 
introduction of a topic, or for 
teaching presentation skills. 
Talks are searchable by topic, 
or by a range of ‘the most’ 
categories (e.g. ‘the most 
inspiring’, ‘the most humorous’, 
etc.). They last between 5 and 
20 minutes, meaning that they 
are suitable for watching in 
class, or for students to watch 
by themselves outside of the 
classroom.
Why We Like It: The talks are 
topical, interesting and there 
is a huge variety of ideas. 
There is a lot of interesting 
vocabulary on different 
topics, learners are given the 

opportunity to listen and understand an 
authentic text, and there is something of 
interest to almost everyone, from scientists 
to poets. 
Further Commentary: Make sure you watch 
the videos in advance! You don’t want to get 
caught out by specialised lexis or controversial 
opinion!

TED
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Age: Juniors, Seniors and Adults
Level: Intermediate upwards
URL: http://www.cleverbot.com
Brief Description of Resource: A secure 
online conversation practice programme 
– students need to work fast to reply and 
converse with a computer. 
How We Use It: Start a simple conversation 
by introducing yourself and asking about 
the daily life and thoughts of the computer. 
The programme works on a range of levels, 
depending on the subject matter introduced 
by the student. What can make it 
really fun is that the computer may 
not always know that it is a computer 
and can get confused! This is part 
of the experience, and means the 
students have to be on their toes 
all the time, because the answers 
can be unpredictable. Like a normal 
person, the computer will contradict 
itself or object to ideas put forth by 
the student. 
Why We Like It: It constantly 
challenges the student, allowing 
the student to practise natural 
conversation, and not just reproduce 
standard conversations practiced in 

class. I like the fact that the programme is 
safe – there is no real person behind the 
computer’s conversation, so it’s ideal for 
younger learners, unlike many sites where 
children might have to engage with adults 
they don’t know.
Further Commentary: Try it yourself, so you 
know what kind of conversations take place.
When you’re confident, either use it in class 
if you have the technology, or ask learners 
to do it at home and keep a record of their 
conversation. They can print transcripts. 

cleverbot
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Age: Senior, Adult
Level: All Levels
URL: www.linoit.com
Brief Description of Resource: Platform for 
teacher / student communication.
How We Use It: This resource is great for 
using with classes you only see once a 
week, to communicate with students between 
classes. You can use it to post homework 
tasks (which can include links 
to websites, videos, etc.), and 
as a space for students to 
ask any questions related 
to class work. You create 
a group, and invite the 
students in your class to join 
(it is a closed group, and 
you are the administrator, so 
non-members can’t view it). 
You can then create as many 
different ‘canvases’ as you 
like, which are like pin boards. 
You and the students can 
then post ‘stickies’ on them. 
You can create canvases for 
generating ideas for projects, 
canvases for students to 
respond to discussions or 

questions, for posting photos for students to 
practise FCE speaking tasks, and for posting 
links to useful websites.
Why We Like It: It’s easy to set up, and you 
can use it for anything. It looks good, and 
it’s easy for students to interact with you 
and with each other. You, as the teacher, 
are the administrator, so you can control the 
messages that are posted.

Linoit
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Age: Primary / Junior - some activities could 
be adapted for other age groups
Level: Beginners, Elementary
URL: http://www.eslhq.com
Brief Description of Resource: Online site 
for teachers; ideas for classes; ready made 
worksheets; make your own worksheet; forum. 
How We Use It: This site contains a wealth 
of resources of all kinds for 
teachers of English. It´s great 
for ready made worksheets 
and for designing your own 
flash cards, worksheets and 
board games. It´s also good 
for last minute substitution 
classes and ideas for fast 
finishers.
Why We Like It: The 
resources are very attractive 
to both teachers and children 
with lots of new ideas for 
games for different types of 
classes. It looks at various 
different ways of presenting 
language in a way that a child 
would enjoy, e.g. crafts, music, 
games, etc. You can also 
comment on the worksheets 

to say how you have used them, adapted them 
or added ideas for getting more out of them. 
It´s easy to navigate and although you have to 
register it´s free. There is a very helpful forum 
where you can discuss with fellow teacher 
ideas, problems and suggestions. It also 
constantly uploads new worksheets.
Further Commentary: This site is for teachers.

eslhq
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Age: 14-16, Senior, Adult
Level: Upper Intermediate/Advanced (B1/C1)
URL: http://www.ldoceonline.com
http://oxforddictionaries.com, etc.
Brief Description of Resource: Dictionaries 
with word blogs, photocopiable resources, 
puzzles and games, bilingual audio support, 
and so on. 
How We Use It: Choose from a variety of 
activities, or take an article (‘Healthy Eating’ 
/ ‘Green Packaging’ / ‘Global Recession’, 
etc.) containing key vocabulary you wish 
your students to learn. You 
can let students read articles 
with you to clear up any 
misunderstandings and then they 
consult dictionaries for key words, 
noting explanations and usages 
in their notebooks. For example: 
‘Healthy Eating’ words consulted: 
‘shortage’, ‘malnutrition’, ‘famine’, 
‘nutritious’, ‘nourishing’, ‘junk 
food’, ‘wholefood’, etc. Students 
build up quite an impressive list of 
words and sentences using some 
of these articles, but there are 
all kinds of other activities and 
resources too. 

Why We Like It: Students can read short, 
interesting articles and then learn lots of 
new words used on a variety of themes. They 
also learn from each other by exchanging 
vocabulary items and explanations, which can 
compliment a particular module or unit in their 
course book. A further advantage is improved 
speaking and writing. The resources cover all 
aspects of vocabulary, including pronunciation, 
in a fun way, and can be used in the class or at 
home: very straightforward and easy to use, 
with virtually unlimited resources available.

Online dictionaries
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Age: All Ages
Level: Teachers
URL: http://elt-resourceful.com
Brief Description of Resource: A blog on 
sharing tips and ideas for creating materials. 
How We Use It: This blog is written by a 
materials writer, Rachael Roberts, who shares 
tips and ideas on developing materials 
and activities. You read the entries and 
think about how you can incorporate 
one or two interesting ideas into 
your lesson planning, e.g. listening 
while reading. Also good is reading 
the #ELTChat summaries, e.g. on 
Multiple Intelligences. One of the most 
interesting and relevant entries  this 
year was on Assessment for Learning: 
a new way to meet individual learner’s 
needs? Rachel also includes a lot of 
references in her posts, which can 
obviously be useful.
Why We Like It: The good thing 
about blogs is that you can receive 
notification of new posts by email, plus 
the posts are short so you can read 
and think about them on the Metro, e.g 
on a smartphone. Also great is the fact 
that she includes a lot of useful links to 

other bloggers and articles so you get even 
more food for thought or ideas. 
Further Commentary: This site is for teachers 
at any stage in their career and even if you 
don’t find her posts interesting, you can follow 
the links to plenty of alternative blogs and 
resources.

elt-resourceful	
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Age: Adults
Level: Students (up to B2) and Teachers
URL: http://www.mansioningles.com 
Brief Description of Resource: Portal for 
English language learning.
How We Use It: This site is intended for anyone 
who wants to learn, maintain or improve 
their English. The web content is adapted 
at different levels. The training courses are 
for various levels, and the grammar can 
be studied without any prior knowledge or 
only a basic knowledge of the language. 
The site map specifies the appropriate 
level for each section. Teachers can also 
find plenty of supplementary materials 
to use with students in any area of this 
website, as well as ideas and resources 
specific to language teaching section 
‘Teachers’. This site is in continuous 
development, with content being updated 
regularly, so that it gradually expands the 
material published. 
Why We Like It: The fact that the resources 
are constantly updated is crucial in order 
to maintain student interest. The video 
section adds authentic and original 
learning material to the site. The links to 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube appeal 

to those who are motivated by all aspects of 
social media. The resources for teachers are 
also very complete and up-to-date.
Further Commentary: This site is run by 
a British Council teacher from our Valencia 
teaching centre. 

Mansion Inglés	
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Age: All Ages
Level: Teachers
URL: http://www.fodey.com/generators/
newspaper/snippet.asp
Brief Description of Resource: Newspaper 
clip and animation generator. 
How We Use It: For making realistic texts.
Why We Like It: This site provides a wealth 
of possibilities for language presentation 
and reading. The newspaper articles look 
particularly realistic - lots of YL classes are 
fooled, anyway!

Fodey

Age: All Ages
Level: All Levels
URL: http://www.english-online.org.uk/
games/gamezone2.htm
Brief Description of Resource: Vocabulary 
and grammar games. 
How We Use It: Probably best used as a fun 
self-access resource.
Why We Like It: There’s a lot of variety, with 
hundreds of games. If you don’t like one try 
another. Also, you can find games at your 
level. Start with The Grammar of Doom – a 
ten level challenge with spooky graphics. 

English Online
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Age: All Ages
Level: All Levels
URL: http://moviesegmentstoassessgrammar 
goals.blogspot.co.uk
Brief Description of Resource: Independent 
blog to practice grammar points via excerpts 
from popular films.
How We Use It: This site contains a large 
selection of film clips which have been selected 
for their relevance to particular 
grammar points. The clips are 
categorised by level and age and 
are accompanied by activities 
for both before, during, and after 
viewing. There are printable 
worksheets and lesson plans 
which can be adapted according 
to learner needs if necessary.
Why We Like It: This resource is 
particularly useful for lifting dry 
grammar activities off the page 
and engaging younger learners.  
The film clips are usually dynamic 
and entertaining and are updated 
on a regular basis. It can inspire 
you to create your own materials 
based around films, and you’ll 
find that such activities prove a 

hit with young learners or adults of all levels. 
You can definitely find a clip to suit every 
audience! 
Further Commentary: Naturally, teachers 
should check clips for suitability for levels 
and ages as those on the website may 
not always correspond with the group 
in question. Make sure the subject is 
appropriate before you begin.

Movie Segments to Assess Grammar Goals
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Age: All Ages
Level: All Levels
URL: http://premierskills.britishcouncil.org
Brief Description of Resource: Helping 
students to communicate in two of the world’s 
global languages – English 
and football. 
How We Use It: Students can 
play vocabulary games and 
practise their reading with 
stories about soccer on and 
off the pitch. Watch videos 
with exercises, do listening 
activities and grammar 
exercises.  There’s also a 
section for teachers where 
you can find great resources: 
short activities which you 
can drop into any lesson; full 
lesson plans and worksheets 
across a wide range of themes; 
longer projects for teachers 
with more time; a growing 
encyclopedia of motivating 
information on players.
Why We Like It: There’s a 
great variety of resources 
suitable for student self-

study as well as for the classroom. There’s a 
strong emphasis on community with regular 
competitions that students can be involved 
in and an interesting blog section where they 
can post comments.

Premier Skills
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Age: All Ages
Level: All Levels  
URL: www.onestopenglish.com
Brief Description of Resource: A very 
comprehensive resource covering all teaching 
skills, topics, and lesson plans based on 
grammar or vocabulary.
How We Use It: You can set homework tasks 
or additional work for students in need of 
support, find FCE and CAE exam-type prep 
tasks,  or just sign in and get access to 
lesson plans, games and worksheets. The 
Macmillan dictionary buzzword activities are 
also great.
Why We Like It:  It’s just so useful for 
supplementary materials. It’s been going for 
years and the variety of materials for all kinds 

of teaching is really extensive. There’s also a 
one stop CLIL section useful for teachers of 
Bilingual classes. 

onestopenglish

Anne Foreman, Anne Fairfield, Deborah 
Bullock, David Barnett, Sally Trowbridge,  
Jo Gore, Catherine Bethune,  
Francesca Wilson, Ruth McNamara,  
Jan Byrne, Alec Reid, Sam Bradford,  
Jennie Gant, Catherine McLellan,  

Lesley Denham, Marla Dixon, Zoe Owen, 
Michael O’Brien, Roy McAvoy,  
Michaela Bowyer, Tom Stutter,  
Richard Pickup and John Liddy.  
Thanks also to Martin Goosey and Llanos 
Gomez for editing and collating the texts.

Thanks
…to the following for their contributions
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Madrid Somosaguas ❘ T 91 337 36 36 ❘ somosaguas@britishcouncil.es
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Valencia ❘ T 96 339 29 80 ❘ valencia@britishcouncil.es


